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FROM THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF DELICATE 
INSTRUMENTS 
TO MISS LANTERN 


My dear friend, 

Believe me that I was sincerely afflicted when I learned of the loss 
you have suffered: a steam-powered urinal is not easily replaced. Yours, 
which had among other precious peculiarities, the ability to sing the 
Marseillaise when in use, was certainly worthy of the esteem you 
bestowed upon it. So, it is easy for me to understand the despair that 
your sister felt when it became evident that the urinal was definitively 
lost. Nevertheless, from that to suicide is quite a step! And, although | 
know that many fond memories were associated with its possession, | 
cannot but condemn such a fatal resolve. But this censure does not 
prevent me from profoundly deploring her sad end. A suicide is always, 
for those close to the deceased, a tragic and agonising event; but when 
it is acconiplished by means of jam, one cannot be less than terrified. 
Never would I have believed that your sister could resolve to dic 
embedded ina vat of jam! And yet, all those unlucky enough to befriend 
her knew of her almost morbid attraction to jam, even in jars. Do you 
remember how she could not contain herself when she saw it with 
desserts, how she had to caress it even before serving herself? Numer- 
ous incidents of this nature should have aroused our suspicion; but, 
blind that we were, we never understood their profound significance. 
Her love of jam was in the end but the love of death by jam; and it took 
the completion of her fatal gesture for us to understand it all. Nonethe- 
less, I shiver at the thought of how her last moments must have been. 

Please believe that I share your pain, and approve of your decision to 
banish jam from your life. This is a healthy reaction and I can only com- 
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lack & white film 16mm silent, copied to MP4 
in loan from the National Film and Bho 
ound Archive of Australia 


jeginning in 1952 with the plasticine stop-motion animation 

ght of the darkness Dusan Marek was a pioneering 

\ustralian experimental filmmaker. The animations he 

nade between 1952 and 1960 reveal the influence of 

2zechosiovakian animation and European Surrealist 

yainting, The wonderfully crafted puppets featured in the 

‘ilm Nightmare, made in Papua New Guinea in 1956, are 

ease in point, It is believed that Marek travelled to New 

in 1954because a Belgian surrealist group on Le 

monde ect des surrealists 1929, has placed it at the 
prealist'World, These early animations, which 

nis-of‘menace and amusement, rawness and 

sip, are unique in the story of Australian 
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